


INTRODUCTION TO THE ADVENT READER
Welcome to Elevation’s 2022 advent reader that accompanies our Advent Embodied focus. What 
is an advent reader? It is simply a way to read through scripture for a particular season as a 
community. This advent reader will begin on Sunday November 27 (the first Sunday of  advent) 
and run through to Christmas Eve (the last day in the season of  advent). 

Each day will feature a section from scripture (often one that corresponds to the lectionary readings 
for the week), a short reflection, and a question for reflection  or exercise to consider trying. 
Sometimes we will include a piece of  art for consideration.

For each of  the four Sunday’s of  advent, instead of  a written reflection, we’ll be posting a video 
reflection. You can find them all in our Advent Embodied youtube playlist.

Our hope is that this advent reader will help you and I and us embody advent together as we live 
out love, joy, peace, and hope together in community. 

Your Pastoral Team
Melissa Burke and Steve Coupland

ADVENT DAY 1: NOV 27
We invite you to check out 
the advent reflection Holding 
our Breath on the Elevation 
youtube channel. 

ADVENT DAY 2: NOV 28
Text: Isaiah 2:1-5

This passage in early Isaiah contains a famous 
and striking image of  peacemaking: turning 
weapons into farm tools. It is one of  those great 
kingdom reversals (ie, the first shall be last) of  
the upside down kingdom that Jesus ushers 
in. We see implements of  war melted down 
and transformed into tools in the hands of  
gardeners. We see that which is meant for harm 
become that which is meant for growth and life 
and flourishing. 

We are invited to imagine a world where 
nations do not go to battle against each other, 
and one where they do not even train for war. 
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Can we even imagine a world where funds are 
reallocated from resourcing war to one that 
cultivates life, love, and peace? This is the kind 
of  kingdom that Jesus invites us to imagine 
together. May that imagination shape us at the 
outset of  this advent journey. 

Q: Spend a few minutes considering this art 
by Fátima Blanca. How might God be inviting 
you to join in the work of  making weapons into 
welcome signs and the desire for war into the 
collective pursuit of  peace? 



ADVENT DAY 3: NOV 29
Text: Psalm 122

Psalm 122 is the third song of  ascent in the 
Psalms and it is one focused squarely on the 
practice of  worship. It is Jerusalem that is home 
to the temple and home to the major festivals 
(which were all part of  a larger rhythm of  
corporate and communal worship). In A Long 
Obedience in the Same Direction, Eugene Peterson 
writes, “Worship, even for those who are most 
faithful at it, takes up just a small percentage 
of  a person’s life, an hour or so a week at most. 
Does it make any difference to the rest of  the 
week? The final words of  Psalm 122 say that it 
does...Here we have prayers that overflow the 
bounds of  worship and create new relationships 
in the city, in society.” 

The psalmist seems to seamlessly connect 
praying for the well-being of  the city and this 
idea of  worship. They are not detached or 
distant from one another; to love God is to love 
neighbour. 

Q: Is our idea of  worship isolated to a specific 
building, once a week, or does a Psalm like 
this help us see our worship as an invitation to 
pray for our neighbourhoods and embody our 
worship as acts of  love, joy, peace, and hope in 
them?  

ADVENT DAY 4: NOV 30
Text: Romans 13:11-14

Advent invites us into a posture of  waiting and 
anticipation. It is a season bursting with themes 
of  light and darkness such as the words in Isaiah 
9 of  being a people living in darkness awaiting 
the arrival of  light. Drawing on that same 
imagery, Paul invites us to consider a change of  
wardrobe for such a season as this. Let us put 
on the new self, put on light, and then match 
our posture to one that aligns itself  with being 
children of  the light. 
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Finally, at the end of  these verses in Romans, 
Paul invites us to put on Christ. 

Q: As you get ready for the day, consider what 
it means to put on Christ today. How might you 
include putting on Christ and getting dressed 
up in the light into your morning routine? 

ADVENT DAY 5: DEC 01
Text: Matthew 24:36-44

Toward the end of  Matthew, Jesus tells us a 
number of  stories about paying attention to 
the  day, the time, the season. This is one of  
those stories. This story is quite likely about the 
return of  king Jesus, and we might pause to ask 
what this has to do with advent. 

It seems to me that both are about waiting and 
readiness. Both stories are an invitation to a 
kind of  waiting, to get ready for what it is to 
come, and both stories feature people who just 
miss it altogether. 

Q: It’s easy to get impatient in seasons of  
transition. How might our outlook shift if  we 
take a season like this as an invitation to wait for 
the very thing Jesus is longing to meet us with?  

ADVENT DAY 6: DEC 02
Text: Isaiah 27:2-6

Each Friday of  this advent journey, we’ll 
consider some of  the songs of  scripture. Today 
we turn to the second of  two vineyard songs. 
It’s the promised future of  the Isaiah 5 vineyard 
song, and it speaks of  the devotion and love of  
God the gardener. 

Exercise: Take a few minutes to slowly read 
this Isaiah 27 vineyard song outloud. Consider 
its original context of  belovedness spoken 
over individual people of  God and over the 
communities of  God’s people. Now read the 
words again as describing God’s love for you. 



Finally, read it a third time, and this time 
hear this song as describing God’s love for the 
community of  Elevation.

ADVENT DAY 7: DEC 03
Text: Psalm 33

Psalm 33 is a psalm of  orientation, reminding 
us of  the faithful and trustworthy character of  
God. In times of  waiting, we are reminded that 
we can rely on God as our help and shield. 

As you read through the Psalm, linger a little 
longer on verse 16 through to the end. As we 
chart our way forward, we would be wise to 
remember that battles are not won by the best 
laid plans or the most impressive strategies, 
just as a king is not saved by a large army or a 
warrior by his strength. Instead, victory comes 
to those who trust in God. 

Exercise: Whenever you have a quiet moment 
today, consider praying the last verse in this 
psalm as a kind of  breath prayer. As you inhale, 
pray May your faithful love rest on us, Lord and as 
you exhale pray for we put our hope in you.

ADVENT DAY 8: DEC 04
We invite you to check out the 
advent reflection Holding onto 
Each Other on the Elevation 
youtube channel. 

ADVENT DAY 9: DEC 05
Text: Isaiah 11:1-9

The image depicted in the early part of  Isaiah 
11 is evocative and inspirational. It has inspired 
artists of  every culture to depict the kind of  
community that Jesus is about. 

From verse 6 and on we see a picture of  peace 
in relationship. Animals that are typically in 
relationships of  violence and death are instead 
co-existing in harmony. Even children will play  
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beside the snake pit, unafraid of  getting bitten.  
Quaker painter Edward Hicks envisioned this 
as redefining the relationships between settler 
communities and indigenous communities in 
his famous artwork The Peaceable Kingdom and 
Penn’s Treaty. This would have been radical for 
its time. 

Q: Spend a few minutes considering this art by 
John August Swanson. What is your eye drawn 
to? How does this painting speak to you? How 
might it inspire us to be a community in pursuit 
of  hope and harmony amidst a culture of  
fracture and antagonism? 

ADVENT DAY 10: DEC 06
Text: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

There’s a story behind the story, a deeper 
meaning embedded in the text. In the case of  
Psalm 72, it’s a psalm written for the blessing or 
coronation of  a king, but beneath it is a psalm 
about the kingship of  Jesus. 



All throughout the Old Testament, there is a 
longing for a king who would lead with justice, 
who would rule with righteousness, who would 
bring well-being to the people, and who would 
elevate the status and condition of  the poor and  
oppressed. And yet, almost all of  the kings of  
the Old Testament fail to live up to this ideal. 

That too is part of  the waiting of  advent: for a 
king who would truly show us what leadership 
looks like. 

Walter Brueggemann offers us these words: 
“Psalm 72 continues to voice hope. It keeps 
hoping on behalf  of  every new king, every new 
regime, and every new government.  It hopes 
that the “raw power of  government” will be 
faithfully and fully deployed on behalf  of  the 
poor, the weak, and the needy.” 

Q: How can we be a people of  hope when all 
around us, leaders and governments dash our 
hopes in their poor care for the weak and the 
needy? 

ADVENT DAY 11: DEC 07
Text: Romans 15:4-13

This is another of  our lectionary texts for the 
week, which means the Church across the 
world is grappling with these words. And they 
are challenging words. 

As I read them, I found myself  gravitating 
to specific phrases: having hope through 
endurance, living in harmony with one another, 
and glorifying God together as one voice. 

These three come together as a solitary task: to 
be a people of  hope and harmony that both sets  
an example of  this hope to the world and that 
says something of  the glory of  God to the world. 
The invitation here is to be a counter-culture to 
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the prevading polarization of  our world, not by 
finding our niche and gathering around that, 
but by the kind of  communal identity focused 
on Jesus and Jesus alone. 

Q: The final words of  this section speak of  
being filled with hope to an overflowing state 
of  hope by the power of  the Spirit. How do we 
go about cultivating such hope that it overflows 
into the world around us? 

ADVENT DAY 12: DEC 08
Text: Luke 1:67-79

Today we turn to another of  the famous advent 
songs: Zechariah’s song. The backdrop to this 
story is an older priest named Zechariah who 
had a divine encounter with an angel. Here 
the angel promised a child to Zechariah and 
Elizabeth (who had no children and were 
unable to have children). 

Instead of  hearing this news as joy, Zechariah 
questioned the angel and was struck mute. It 
isn’t until the baby is born that Zechariah can 
speak, and when he finally does, he immediately 
sings this song. 

There are seasons when our words fail us, or 
when we are at a loss entirely for them. They 
tend to be seasons of  deep loss, lament, or pain.   
And yet somehow, if  we do the deep work in 
these seasons and remain faithful to them, they 
provide an abundance of  reflection. Sometimes 
they even lead us to songs of  redemption. 

Exercise: Consider this transitional season for 
Elevation. You may have found yourself  at a 
loss for words at times. If  you are able, sit with 
a pen and some paper for a half  hour. What 
words or themes surface? Is there a song of  
hope somewhere in these words? Consider 
sharing them with someone in our community. 



ADVENT DAY 13: DEC 09
Text: Matthew 3:1-12

Today we turn to a famous advent passage, for 
it speaks of  the voice calling in the wilderness of  
the Messiah to come that we see in Isaiah 40. It 
is the story of  John the Baptizer (the promised 
son of  Zechariah and Elizabeth), a strange 
character who is situated on the margins of  
society, and who lives as one set apart from the 
cultural norm. His voice is a prophet, and he 
reminds us of  the importance of  the prophetic 
voice in the context of  community. 

The prophetic voice (or the prophetic gift as 
mentioned in Ephesians 4) can be characterized  
by calling people back to covenant faithfulness, 
or by the persistent and sometimes challenging 
voice from the margins of  the community that 
calls for change. 

As with John and other prophets, our tendency 
is to dismiss these voices. Or quiet them. Or kill 
them. And yet, the invitation here is for us to 
instead invite them in, to hear what they have to 
say, to give ear to their challenging words. 

Q: Consider the Elevation community. Who 
are the prophetic voices calling us deeper into 
covenant faithfulness? Who are the voices 
calling us into the uncomfortable and yet oh so 
vital spaces of  change and transformation? 

ADVENT DAY 14: DEC 10
Text: Hebrews 10:23-25

In these few short verses, the author of  Hebrews  
invites us and exhorts us to pursue godliness. It 
begins with a pursuit of  the presence of  God, 
but it leads us to the pursuit of  one another in 
the love of  God. 

The author first invites us to consider one 
another. Consideration. It is an invitation to 
bring one another to mind. To think about each 
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other. To consider the needs of  others. 

The aim of  this   consideration is to provoke love 
and good works, that we would be responsive to 
the needs of  others as we bring them to mind. 

Finally, we are invited to encourage one another 
and spur each other on. 

Exercise: Think of  someone in the Elevation 
community. Bring an individual or family to 
mind. Consider who they are and consider how 
you can show them love today. Maybe it’s a 
note of  encouragement, or an invitation to grab 
coffee, or a skipthedishes reminder that you love 
them. Then act on this consideration. 

ADVENT DAY 15: DEC 11
We invite you to check out 
the advent reflection Holding 
Space on the Elevation youtube 
channel. 

ADVENT DAY 16: DEC 12
Text: Isaiah 35

The poetry of  Isaiah 35 pops off the page with 
an invitation to consider the kind of  things 
possible with God. The wilderness becomes 
a place of  joy and gladness, for God meets us 
there. The desert teams with new life, like a 
wildflower. The weak hands are strengthened, 
the shaky knees are steadied. 

When my kids are afraid, they have learned 
to speak of  courage beside their fear. Not in 
replacement of, but alongside. Isaiah 35 speaks 
of  courage showing up beside fear. 

The words of  Isaiah 35 meet us in our scarcity 
and offer us a reminder of  abundance. They 
meet us in our insecurity and offer us hope. 
They meet us in our blindness and offer us 
sight. They meet us in our paralysis and offer 
us joyous movement. 



In seasons of  weariness and dry spirituality, 
God shows up as a flowing stream. When we 
are feeling parched and stretched thin, God 
provides springs and pools to sustain us. 

If  you’re feeling like you’re teetering on the 
verge of  hopelessness some days, read these 
words. Consider what is possible with God. 

Exercise: Write a version of  these words for 
you. Make a t-chart. On the left, list your 
weariness, your exhaustion, your fatigue, your 
hopelessness, your paralysis, your blindness. 
Then on the right, consider how God longs to 
meet you alongside those very real feelings. 

ADVENT DAY 17: DEC 13
Text: Psalm 146:5-10

Today we turn to a psalm of  orientation that 
focuses us on the character of  God, as well as 
the one who longs to follow after God. 

May these simple words offer us hope today, as 
we put our hope in God. 

He remains faithful forever,
  executing justice for the exploited
and giving food to the hungry.
The Lord frees prisoners.
  The Lord opens the eyes of  the blind.
The Lord raises up those who are oppressed.
The Lord loves the righteous.
  The Lord protects resident aliens
and helps the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of  the wicked.

Q: Each of  these descriptors of  God is an 
invitation for we who long to follow after God. 
How might you join God in one of  these today? 

ADVENT DAY 18: DEC 14
Text: James 5:7-10

James was a brother of  Jesus and was one of  
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the pillars of  the early church. And he knew 
something about waiting. 

He would have been watching and waiting for 
Jesus to grow up and step into his ministry. 

When Jesus died, he would have been waiting in 
agony alongside his mother and the community 
of  Jesus’ friends and followers. 

After the resurrection, he would have been 
waiting for power from on high (see Acts 1). 

The words I linger on in this passage are 
Strengthen your hearts, because the Lord’s coming is 
near.  I cannot help but wonder if  we can extend 
this  to our own situation, where we are waiting 
for what God is going to do next in the life of  
Elevation. Strengthen our hearts as we wait, for 
God’s plans for us are near. 

That is my hope. Maybe it is yours as well. 

Q: Consider the metaphor of  a farmer waiting 
for the rains and the harvest. What are you 
waiting on God for in this season? 

ADVENT DAY 19: DEC 15
Text: Matthew 11:2-11

When we think about embodying advent, this 
might be one of  the best verses to explain what 
we mean. 

It begins with a question: are you the one who is 
to come, or should we expect someone else? They 
are expecting someone; they are waiting on 
someone. 

And instead of  a yes or no answer, Jesus invites 
them to reflect on what they’ve seen, heard, and 
experienced. 

When God shows up, the blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, 



the dead are raised, and the poor are met with 
good news. This waiting - this advent - is met 
with the embodiment of  the good. 

It’s not just good ideas, shared in holy huddles 
or sacred gatherings. It’s not just candles lit 
around lofty concepts. It’s the arrival of  love, 
joy, peace, and hope embodied in a person and 
then in a community, for all the world to see 
and for all the world to experience. 

Q: In this advent season, our neighbours in 
need may be wondering are you someone who will 
embody good news to me, or should we expect someone 
else? What will your response be?

ADVENT DAY 20: DEC 16
Text: Luke 1:46-56

Mary’s famous song the Magnificat is latin for the 
opening words of  the song: my soul magnifies 
the Lord. It is a striking song that foreshadows 
the embodiment of  the kingdom of  God in the 
coming of  her son Jesus. Her words echo the 
beatitudes of  Jesus as well. 

He scatters the proud. 
He topples the mighty and exalts the lowly. 
He satisfies the hungry and sends the rich away 
empty handed. 

Unlike Zechariah, Mary receives this unlikely 
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and seemingly impossible news without 
hesitation or doubt. She receives it as complete 
joy. 

Q: Spend a few minutes studying this piece 
of  art called Complete Joy by Lauren Wright 
Pittman. Consider your own stories. When did 
unexpected joy arrive in your life? Describe it to 
yourself  or a close friend. 

ADVENT DAY 21: DEC 17
Text: Psalm 42

As we draw nearer to the arrival of  the Christ 
child and Christmas, we may find ourselves 
getting excited. Christmas was always a big 
deal in my family. My parents would go out of  
their way to create a kind of  magical feeling on 
Christmas morning. In the days leading up to 
Christmas, it became harder to sleep at night. 

Anticipation mounted. 

Psalm 42 is a psalm of  desperate anticipation. 
It opens with the image of  a deer longing for 
water. It speaks to the worlds plight, ruin, and 
thirst for God. It speaks to our plight, our ruin, 
and our thirst for God. 

As we near the end of  this advent season and the 
end of  this year, it’s easy to feel a bit dejected, 
worn out, or in a state of  turmoil. It’s been a 
hard year friends. 

And yet, this desperate anticipation leads us 
headlong into the abundane of  God. It is 
precisely in our turmoil that hope arrives. It is 
precisely when we are thirsty and depleted that 
help arrives. 

Q: What are your hopes for 2023? Personally? 
For Elevation? Tomorrow we will be asking you 
to write down your hopes for Elevation and 
place them in a jar. We will seal that jar and 
leave it until next advent, when we will open 



these hopes and reflect on the faithfulness of  
God together. In anticipation of  this, consider 
your hopes for this community. 

ADVENT DAY 22: DEC 18
We invite you to check out the 
advent reflection Holding out 
Hope on the Elevation youtube 
channel. 

ADVENT DAY 23: DEC 19
Text: Isaiah 7:10-16

The words of  Isaiah 7 are well known for 
their advent anticipation of  the birth of  Jesus 
through Mary. They speak of  a sign that will 
point to the faithfulness of  God throughout all 
generations. That sign is the baby that will be 
named Immanuel, or God with us. 

The incarnation of  Jesus is that sign. It was 
a  seemingly impossible conception through 
the Holy Spirit. It was a hail mary of  a plan to 
deliver the king of  kings to the world through 
such fragility. It was a nonsensical strategy 
devoid of  power and plausibility. And yet, this 
is the mystery of  God. 

God works through the seemingly impossible.
God works through fragility. 
God works through powerlessness and 
implausibility. 
Yes, God works through weakness and through 
meekness. 

Exercise: Consider your own story of  fragility, 
or powerlessness, or weakness. Maybe bring to 
mind the insecurity that the pandemic set upon 
us. Then look for hope somewhere hidden 
between the lines. Take a few minutes to name 
the ways in which God showed up to you in 
your story. 

ADVENT DAY 24: DEC 20
Text: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
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Psalm 80 contains a recurring refrain: 
Restore us, God of  Armies;
make your face shine on us, so that we may be saved.
This name for God - God of  Armies - is one that 
points to the sovereignty, strength, dominion, 
and rule of  God. The most direct rendering 
of  this is God of  angel armies. In other places 
or translations we might see Lord of  Hosts, 
meaning the Lord of  the heavenly hosts. 

The prayer then, comes from a place of  ruin or 
desolation, longing for restoration by the hands 
of  the God who created the cosmos, who led 
them through the wilderness as a Shepherd (as 
we see in verse 1), who rules and reigns over 
all, and who possesses the power to restore their 
fortunes. 

And yet amidst this prayer, there’s a recognition 
that God is not a genie or a wizard with a magic 
wand. He does not grant wishes from afar. This 
phrase ‘make your face shines on us’ cues us to 
an important aspect of  this psalm: the presence 
of  God. 

Yes this is the God of  angel armies and the 
God who created the cosmos, but this is also 
the God who longs for his people to enter into 
his presence. Whenever Moses spent time in 
the presence of  God, the people noted that 
his face shone like the sun. Similarly, at the 
Transfiguration of  Jesus, he shone brightly. 

When we spend time in the presence of  
God, we radiate his glory and our faces shine 
brightly.   This is precisely the poetry of  this 
refrain: restoration comes not through force, 
but through time spent in the presence of  God. 

Exercise: Spend a few minutes in quiet prayer. 
You don’t need to say anything. Slow your 
breathing. Close your eyes. Acknowledge that 
God is present to you and choose to be present 
to God. Then spend a few minutes listening to 
what God might be wanting to say to you. 



ADVENT DAY 25: DEC 21
Text: Romans 1:1-7

This is another of  our lectionary readings. 
These opening words to the Church in Rome 
may seem like nothing more than some 
introductory  acknowledgements, but if  we pay 
them some attention, we can take note of  a few 
really important truths. 

The first is that the thrust of  the Christmas story 
is one that leads us from a nation-centred view 
of  good news (only to the nation of  Israel) to a 
cosmic-centred view of  good news. 

In the Christmas story, we read about magi, or 
wisdom experts from other cultures and other 
religions. They are some of  the first people that 
God chooses to reveal himself  to. The gospel 
was always meant to be out beyond the one 
people and to all people. 

Paul names that reality for himself, that the 
gospel of  Jesus Christ includes the Gentiles. It’s 
a good reminder for we who enact walls of  a 
religious kind. May we follow the lead of  God 
who is ever reaching beyond our categories and 
our walls. 

The second truth I see here is that Paul speaks 
of  belovedness and belonging. He knows who 
he belongs to. He knows he is beloved by God.  
There is so much relational language in these 
introductory words. We too belong, and we too 
are beloved by God. 

And if  you don’t feel that way today, sit with 
that last sentence in these verses: grace to you 
and peace from God. Grace to you. Peace from 
God. 
 
Exercise: Meditate on these words: grace to you  
and peace from God. Mull those words over. Let 
them sink deep into your being.
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ADVENT DAY 26: DEC 22
Text: Deuteronomy 30:11-20

At the end of  their wilderness journey and 
toward the Promised Land, God speaks these 
profound words to the children of  Israel about 
choosing life or death. 

We read that God set before them life and death, 
inviting them and encouraging them to choose 
life and live. We might be prone to read this as 
a kind of  ultimatum, but in truth God is acting 
like a parent to these beloved kids of  his. He 
knows that their actions and their choices will 
be theirs to make, and he hopes that they choose 
the ones that bring about life, that cultivate life, 
and that generate life. 

I am often reminded of  these verses. They are 
rooted in love. Love for God and love for others. 
Each day we are faced with a thousand choices. 
Some are trivial; some carry significant weight. 

For those weightier decisions, a verse reminds 
me to look for God. It reminds me that God is 
present to me through the Holy Spirit for these 
decisions, and that God wants the best for me.

Exercise: Take a few minutes to pray for our 
leaders that are making heavier decisions for 
our Elevation community. Pray for them by 
name if  you have time. Pray for the decisions 
they will need to make that will impact the life 
of  our community.   

ADVENT DAY 27: DEC 23
Text: Psalm 40:1-5

Once again we turn to this theme of  waiting. 
This time the psalmist describes the act of  
waiting as including tears, almost like a child 
wailing for a parent. And of  course, the psalmist 
describes God as that loving parent, faithfully 
showing up, hearing that cry for help and 
turning to respond with love.  



Psalm 40 is a psalm of  new orientation. There’s 
movement from the desolate pit and the muddy 
clay - from desperate insecurity and instability - 
to being situated on solid ground. 

A new orientation calls for a new song. In 
Lamentations 3 we read that there are new 
mercies every day with God, that his faithfulness 
is great. And in response to these new mercies, 
we are a people who respond with new stories, 
new songs, and new intimations of  our love for 
God. 

Exercise: Look back on the year. Consider these 
words from Psalm 40 as an invitation: 
Lord my God, you have done many things—
your wondrous works and your plans for us;
none can compare with you.
If  I were to report and speak of  them,
they are more than can be told.

Take a few minutes to write down ‘the many 
things’ and the ‘wondrous works’ that you have 
experienced this year. Take some time to thank 
God for these. 

ADVENT DAY 28: DEC 24
Text: Matthew 1:18-25

The Christmas story tells of  the miracle of  the 
incarnation. The God who is transcendent, 
far away, high and lofty, is also the God who 
chooses to put on flesh, cross the divide, and 
draw near to us. 

Matthew tells the story of  a turbulent relationship 
that nearly ends in divorce and disconnection, 
but it instead ends with the immanent presence 
of  God. 
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It is a story bursting with miracles, each one a 
reminder of  the importance of  the incarnate 
one. A series of  journeys. Bright lights in the sky 
pointing the way.  Angels heralding messages to 
all kinds of  people. 

If  it were not for this angelic interruption in 
a dream, Joseph may have sabotaged the best 
thing going for him. Nothing seemed obvious. 
Or easy. No choice seemed like the right one to 
make. 

Instead, when he awoke, he listened to what the 
angel had said. And the two of  them welcomed 
the Christ child into the world. 

As we move from the season of  advent into the 
season of  Christmas, may we be reminded of  
the immanent love of  God, who crossed the 
cosmos to put on flesh and be with us. 

Immaneul. God is with us. 

JOIN US ON CHRISTMAS EVE
Whether you call Elevation home or not, or 
if  you are simply looking for a place to reflect 
on the culmination of  this advent season 
on Christmas Eve, you are invited and you 
are welcome to join us 22 Willow at 6pm on 
December 24th.  

You can find out more about us at www.
elevationwaterloo.org

From our Elevation family to you and yours, 
may your Christmas be full of  the presence of  
God’s love, joy, peace, and hope!


